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	    Email carole.aspden@bournemouth.gov.uk
	    01202 456118


23 September 2015
Dear XXXX
As the new term progresses we hope that the staff and students have come back refreshed from the summer break and ready for the opportunities and challenges of a new academic year.   Thank you for sharing this year’s results so quickly as this enables us to feed back to you the picture across Bournemouth and provide some basic comparative data. Attached to this letter is a report on all the provisional key stage results across all Bournemouth schools. 
The enclosed dashboard shows your school’s results in relation to other secondary academies in Bournemouth. Congratulations on this year’s results. The percentage gaining 5A*-C including English and maths was similar to last year’s results and close to the 2014 national average. A*-C in Maths was also similar to the 2014 result but is 10% below the 2014 national average. English A*-C saw a rise of 4% on last year and is well above the national average for 2014. The English Baccalaureate result also rose by 1%. These results compare well, in particular the English, given that the cohort entered the school with a prior attainment level significantly below the national average and with far less high attaining students and far more low attaining students than is the national norm. 

At A Level this is the first year that a cohort has taken the A2 and equivalent qualifications. The attached dashboard gives some basic comparisons for the school including the national percentages at the various grade boundaries – this data comes from the Joint Council for Qualifications so it does include all A Level entrants, not just those in Year 13. The academy’s 100% pass rate is the highest in the Borough. Although at A Level the percentages gaining the highest grades are below the JCQ national average, when equivalent qualifications are taken into account the picture is very much stronger and all outcomes are above the Bournemouth averages and the A*/A  grades for A level and equivalent qualifications are the highest in the Borough.

As you review this year’s outcomes and determine your priorities, if we can assist the school in any way in please do let us know. 
Across Bournemouth provisional results for secondary students appear to have matched the good level of performance achieved in 2014.  There have been many changes recently in the accountability framework for secondary schools which has made year on year comparisons difficult. Nonetheless, in Bournemouth:

·  The percentage gaining 5 A*-C including English and maths is at 60% just 1% below last year’s figure.  Although down on last year’s performance level, outcomes for Bournemouth students remain well above the 2014 national average.
· 2 academies have opted to use the 2016 performance measure [Progress 8], the other academies have continued to use the 5A*-C measure in relation to the national floor standard – consequently there are no academies below the floor standard [in 2014 there was one].
· Bournemouth is in line with [2014] national for the English Baccalaureate.
· English A*-C grades are down by about 5% overall but remain higher than the 2014 national average.
· Maths A*-C grades are marginally higher than in 2014 and are also above last year’s national average.

The number of schools offering 6th Form provision has grown as has the number of entries for A Levels and equivalent qualifications. 
· The percentage of entries at A Level gaining the highest grades A*/A is 28%; this is 2.1% higher than the Joint Council for Qualifications [JCQ] national figure. 
· The percentage of grades [A*/B] at 56.8% is 4.1% higher than the JCQ national figure. 
· The percentage achieving an A Level pass at 98.9% is 0.8% higher than the JCQ national figure. 
· Overall Bournemouth students continue to perform better than the national averages but the margin has narrowed over the last 2 years.

· When Equivalent Qualifications are taken into account the cumulative percentages are:

· A*/A = 31.5%

· A*/B = 55.5%

· A*/E = 98.9%

The KS3 assessment data is not available as schools are no longer required to report on it.
In the primary phase outcomes are once again the best ever at the end of every Key Stage, continuing the improvement trend over the last 5 years. 

· Results at the end of the Early Years Foundation Stage are well above provisional national.

· Results at the end of KS1 are higher than national with some narrowing of the gaps for disadvantaged pupils
· All results at L4+, L4B+ and L5 are higher than in 2014 and all are likely to be similar to or better than national. 

· There were good improvements at level 5 in reading, writing & maths combined [RWM]. Good improvements at secure level 4 RWM. Good improvements in English, Grammar, Punctuation & Spelling.

· Improved progress in all aspects, especially 3 levels progress in writing and in maths.

· All 3 schools below the national floor standard in 2014 are above in 2015.

The full details of all primary phase results are in the attached analysis. The main priority for 2016 is to ensure all schools at least meet ‘new’ national floor standards – aiming for 85% of pupils meeting the expected standard at the end of KS2. 

Thank you to you and your colleagues, for all the hard work that has helped achieve these impressive outcomes at all key stages for children and young people in Bournemouth.

Yours Sincerely,
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Carole Aspden




Peter McNutt

Service Director




Strategy Leader
Children & Young People’s Services

CC, Chair of Govs
Dashboard – Comparative outcomes for individual academies in Bournemouth 2015
	
	The XXXXX Academy


Each indicator is in rank order - The yellow highlights show the academy’s position in each indicator. 

GCSE [10 of 11 academies – due to appeals 1 academy is not listed]. Green and amber arrows show annual increase/reduction for all academies, = symbol means within 2% of last year’s result.
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 A Level Only: 

[There are 7 Academies with 6th Form Provision – 3 had fewer than 30 entries for A Level]
	A*
	A*-A
	A*-B
	A*-C
	A*-E

	8.7
	37.1
	69.7
	89.0
	100

	8.5
	35.4
	67.4
	88.3
	99.6

	4.9
	15.4
	41
	72.7
	99.3

	2.0
	11.8
	30.4
	61.8
	99.1
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	4.3
	21.7
	51.9
	96.3

	0
	0
	14.8
	43.5
	96.1

	0
	0
	3.7
	25.9
	92.6


Bournemouth Averages:

	6.9
	28.0
	56.8
	80.7
	98.9


Joint Council for Qualifications National Averages:

	8.3
	25.9
	52.7
	77.2
	98.1


A Level and Equivalent Qualifications: 

[The lowest number of entries by centre was 70, the highest 543]

	A*
	A*-A
	A*-B
	A*-C
	A*-E

	22.9
	41.4
	69.7
	89.0
	100

	8.7
	37.1
	67.4
	88.3
	99.6

	8.5
	35.4
	65.7
	81.4
	99.3

	7.9
	31.8
	44.9
	75.4
	99.2

	2.3
	29.8
	34.6
	70.7
	98.7

	0
	22.3
	34.4
	59.7
	97.4

	0
	20.3
	30.5
	55.7
	97.0


Bournemouth Averages:

	7.2
	31.5
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